
 

 

Bishops Clyst Parish Council 
Gypsy and Traveller Protocol  

for Unauthorised Encampments 
 

The purpose of this document is to help Bishops Clyst Parish Council to take fast and effective 
action by adopting a consistent approach towards an unauthorised encampment on Bishops Clyst 
Parish Council land.  The document outlines the factors that influence decision-making.   
 
By way of definition, the term “unauthorised encampment” is as follows: 
 
Unauthorised encampments: term restricted to encampments of caravans and/or other vehicles 
on land without the landowner or occupier’s consent and constituting trespass. 
 
Anyone who owns and occupies land, including local authorities, has the common law rights to 
free occupation and use of that land, as long as they comply with legal requirements like Planning, 
Environmental Health and the like.  Even if someone occupies land, under a lease or sometimes 
a licence, they may also have the right to recover the land from someone who camps on it without 
their consent. 
 
If land is camped on without consent, the person or company who has the right to occupy it can 
require the trespasser to leave. 
 
Principles 
 
The principles advocated are as follows: 
 
1. All members of the community have the right to be protected from nuisance, harassment, 

discrimination and harm from others.  
2. All members of the community, be they Gypsies/Travellers or members of the settled 

community, have a responsibility to show understanding and toleration of others and above 
all respect for the law. English law contains no right to stop on someone else’s land without 
their consent. The Human Rights Act 1998 and earlier provisions mean that all public authority 
decisions about moving people on from public land must be carefully and properly made. 

 
Therefore the approach in this document is based upon: 
 
 The need to uphold the law and prevent unlawful occupation of Bishops Clyst Parish Council 

land 
 The need to protect those who live in the Parish of Bishops Clyst from nuisance and disruption 

from unauthorised encampment, where those encampments occur, and present such risks 
 Fast, effective and transparent eviction from Bishops Clyst Parish Council land unlawfully 

occupied 
 



 

 

Criteria for Eviction 
 
Unacceptable Encampment Locations 
 
Having regard to government advice on the management of unauthorised encampments there 
will be locations where encampments will not be acceptable under any circumstances. If the 
unauthorised campers refuse to move from an unacceptable location, eviction processes will be 
commenced after consideration of any relevant welfare issues. 
 
Subject to the above, all unlawful encampments will normally be removed, if: 

 
A) The nature, suitability or obtrusiveness of the encampment requires it, because the land 

is or forms part of: 
  

 a recreational facility such as a public park or picnic site. 
 a public car-park. 

 
This list is not exhaustive 
 
OR 
 
B)  The size of the group or the behaviour of the trespassers makes it necessary because 

  
 of the number of vehicles in relation to the surrounding environment 
 there has been fouling or dumping  
 there has been intimidating behaviour by one or more of the trespassers 
 there is evidence of damage to the property, land or environment 
 animals belonging to trespassers have not been kept under control 
 horses belonging to trespassers have been causing nuisance or danger 
 others have occupied the same land within the preceding three months 
 statutory nuisance has arisen. 

 
Criminal or anti-social behaviour (where the latter could lead to action under the Anti-
Social Behaviour Act 2004 or any amended legislation) will be reported to the Police, who 
will consider use of any of their powers under the criminal law that are appropriate (for 
example the provision of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1984). 
 
Where waste tipping coincides with unauthorised encampment, there are no effective 
sanctions to make those tipping financially liable for the costs of clearance, so moving 
people on as speedily as possible, subject to welfare considerations, is the only current 
remedy.  

 
OR 
 
C) The number, validity and seriousness of complaints against the encampment justifies 

such a decision 
 

Bishops Clyst Parish Council will operate with sensitivity to all parties, but cannot allow the 
continuation of encampments where there is clear evidence of good reason for complaint.  
 
In making the decision as to whether to allow short term toleration, the Parish Council will 
consider the needs that the Gypsies/Travellers present. 



 

 

In considering whether to tolerate the occupation, or continued occupation of a site, the 
Parish Council will take into account the willingness or otherwise of the occupant(s) to 
negotiate acceptable periods of occupation and standards of behaviour.  The 
unwillingness to negotiate and/or failure to abide by agreements for both time and 
standards of behaviour will normally be taken as a reason for early eviction.  
 

Specific Considerations for QEII Field 
 
The field behind the village hall is designated as an open space for recreation and is dedicated as 
a Field in Trust with the National Playing Fields Association. The field is designated as, and 
equipped to be, an emergency landing site for the Devon Air Ambulance. The field is adjacent to 
the children’s play area and dogs (except guide dogs) are prohibited. The field has recently been 
levelled for use as a football pitch for under 11s and is unsuitable for vehicular traffic. It was subject 
to traveller occupation in 2017 when extensive damage was caused to the pitch which required 
expensive remedial work.   
 
For these reasons, any traveller occupation of this area will be the subject of action for immediate 
removal.  The council, by approving this protocol, has given authority to the Clerk and Chair to 
instruct bailiffs to commence immediate eviction procedures.   
 
This Protocol was reviewed by the Council at a meeting held on 1st June 2022, minute ref: 13.1. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Code of Conduct 
 
A code for mobile Gypsies and Travellers in Devon, Plymouth and Torbay 
 
This code has been adopted by Bishops Clyst Parish Council as drawn up by the Devon County 
Gypsy and Traveller Protocol Task Group, to deal with managing unauthorised encampments set 
up by Gypsies and/or Travellers, in a fair and consistent manner.  Failure to comply with the code 
will result in action being taken by the Parish Council or the Police to move the unauthorised 
encampment on. 
. 
What the Code Means: 
 
The code applies to all encampments on Parish Council owned land by Gypsies and Travellers who 
have a nomadic lifestyle for all or part of the year. Any stay on land will depend on the co-operation 
of the Travellers. Standards of behaviour should be the same as those expected of the settled 
community. 
 
 
Code of Conduct 
 
1.  Keep groups small, park vehicles safely and consider your own health and safety. 
2.  Black bags for domestic rubbish will be supplied by the Local Authority managing the site and 

must be stored in a suitable location for collection by the council. 
3.  Do not engage in acts of vandalism or criminal damage. 
4.  Do not create a hazard to road safety or health and safety. 
5.  Look after the land on which you park and do not cause problems for nearby residents. 
6.  Do not allow the site or surrounding areas to become polluted with household, human or 

trade waste. 
7.  Consider the dangers of fire, electrical cables and generators and passing traffic. 
8.  Do not dump or burn rubbish and leave the land clean and tidy. 
9.  Keep animals, especially dogs under control. 
10.Co–operate with those responsible for the land (e.g. local authority officers) and do not park 

on land needed for another purpose i.e.; Parks and County Parks, Playing Fields and 
playgrounds and areas of scientific or nature interest. 

11. Do not block Rights of Way with vehicles, property, clothes lines and cables or block the 
progress of walkers or riders in any way. 

12. Do not intimidate or threaten the landowner, his agents or any other persons having legitimate 
access to the land. 

 
 


