
 

Review Group - Agreed Guidelines for Preparing a Revised Neighbourhood Plan 
A revised Neighbourhood Plan is needed to ensure there are relevant local policies in place when the new 
East Devon Local Plan becomes operational. It is a revised Plan that is required, not a new one.  
Now is a very good time to prepare a revised Neighbourhood Plan. The new Local Plan is taking shape it 
should be advantageous to revise the Neighbourhood Plan in parallel with the new Local Plan to achieve the 
most synergy and to ensure the Local Plan recognises what is in the best interests of the Parish. 
It is likely that there will be local opposition to some of the proposed policies in the new Local Plan, 
particularly those relating to the location and scale of the proposed new town. The Neighbourhood Plan 
cannot contradict the strategic aspects of the Local Plan. But the evidence that is gathered during the 
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan can be used to challenge the proposed strategic policies if they are 
not thought favourable to Bishops Clyst.  
Ultimately the Neighbourhood Plan must comply with the strategic policies and meet, as a minimum, the 
strategic development targets for the Parish as set by the Local Plan. All viable development options that 
satisfy the strategic targets and also achieve the aims and objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan, should be 
considered.  
There is seemingly little community support for significant growth, and little evidence that local housing 
needs cannot be satisfactorily met in the vicinity of the Parish. However, development which helps address 
existing infrastructure problems should be given consideration.  
Given proposals for further business areas nearby, there is no justification for any extensions of the current 
business areas in the Parish. The Neighbourhood Plan should seek to restrict further business development in 
the interest of limiting the urbanisation of what is still a rural Parish.   
The Neighbourhood Plan will benefit from more specificity. Wherever possible, policies in the revised 
Neighbourhood Plan should have specific requirements that clearly articulate what the community want to 
see, and ensure developments achieve high standards of sustainability and safety.   
Such specificity should include the allocation of the main development sites with site-specific criteria. This will 
provide more certainty and help protect other areas. 
Where possible policy criteria should match those in similar policies in the neighbourhood plans of adjoining 
parishes. 
There should be more emphasis on design aspects and the Plan should be accompanied by a Design Code1, 
which will replace the current Design Statement. 
Flood risk must be a serious consideration in policymaking and setting development criteria. 
The built-up area boundary for Clyst St Mary should be amended to include completed development sites, 
those with a current planning approval, and any that are allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan.  
All other parts of the Parish should be regarded as countryside or development within the countryside and 
subject to firm restrictions on what further development or changes of use can take place. Any development 
should be accompanied by mitigation that will achieve a net gain in biodiversity.   
The ‘green agenda’ that is favoured by the community should be clearly reflected in the aims, objectives, and 
the policies of the revised Neighbourhood Plan.  
Policies that protect the countryside, green areas and open spaces should be strengthened.  
It is imperative that infrastructure capacity is to the fore and any development must ensure that there is 
adequate capacity within the infrastructure, and it does not make things worse. 
Whilst most highway and traffic matters are outside the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan, in association with 
infrastructure considerations the impact of any development on issues associated with the local road network 
should be a mandatory consideration.  
There should be additional policies in the Neighbourhood Plan to: 

 safeguard the historic character of the settlements and the heritage of the Parish 
 promote biodiversity within the settlement areas 
 protect and enhance community facilities 
 minimise the impact and intrusion of the motor vehicle 

The revised Neighbourhood Plan should be titled ‘the Clyst St Mary and Sowton Neighbourhood Plan’ to 
better identify the area and settlements that are covered by the Plan.  
The aims and objectives should align with current community opinion and priorities (see over). 

 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code 



 

Review Group - Proposed Aims and Objectives for Revised NP 
Natural Environment  
Aim: To protect and maintain our unique natural environment and diverse habitats, prevent 
flooding’ increase resilience to climate change, and maintain the rural nature of the Parish 
 Protect existing habitat areas 
 Take every opportunity to enhance biodiversity 
 Restrict development in the countryside 
 Protect trees and woodlands 
 Plant more trees 
 Improve standards of flood protection for property in vulnerable locations in the Parish 
 Improve surface water drainage to prevent flooding throughout the Parish  

Built Environment  
Aim: To protect our heritage and the historic character of our villages, determine the 
acceptable limits of development, and set appropriate development standards   
 Protect historic buildings, character and identity of the villages and other settlement 

areas 
 Ensure development is appropriate to its locality and setting 
 Influence the layout and design of new developments 
 Reinforce the sense of local character and rurality of the area 
 Identify sites acceptable for development 
 Require developers to set out sustainability measures of development 

Housing  
Aim: To ensure new housing development is sustainable, beneficial to the housing needs of 
the area, and in keeping with its surroundings  
 Require new housing development to help maintain a locally relevant mix of housing 

types and tenures 
 Set site-specific access and layout criteria for housing development sites   
 Set sustainability standards for housing development 
 Provide design guidance for developers 
 Require adequate off-street parking and service provision for new development  
 Require private outdoor space is provided commensurate with the type and size of new 

dwellings 
 Require adequate amenity and public open space for residential areas 
 Promote self-build initiatives that meet local need 

Community Facilities and Services  
Aim: To protect and enhance local facilities to ensure they continue to meet local needs, and 
improve access and accessibility to local facilities and services  
 Support improvements to existing facilities and establishments to remain fit for 

purpose 
 Ensure primary school provision can continue to meet local demand 
 Protect existing public parking facilities 
 Require public parking facilities to be provided in appropriate developments 
 Require all new residential, educational, and business premises development to make 

provision for high-speed broadband 
Business and Jobs  
Aim: To protect existing business and commercial premises and sites, support homeworking, 
and restrict new business development to suitable locations and sites  
 Direct new business to existing business areas 
 Resist commercial development on agricultural land  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Review Group - Proposed Aims and Objectives for Revised NP 
Transport and Travel 
Aim: Facilitate sustainable transport modes, improve parking in the Parish for local people, 
improve road safety for all users 
 Support the provision of additional off-street parking 
 Support the provision of EV charging points in appropriate locations 
 Support the provision of additional off-street parking  
 Support the provision of better pavements 
 Improve and maintain existing footpaths  
 Facilitate a new footpath link to Cat & Fiddle that avoids the A3052 
 Support the extension of the network of footpaths and safe cycleways to improve 

public access to the countryside  
 Support the creation of traffic-free linkages between the Parish and nearby settlements 
 Support improved safe cycle links between residential areas and local business and 

community locations 
 Support provision of an alternative vehicular access to Sowton village 

Sports and Recreation  
Aim: To maintain and improve existing recreation facilities, provide sufficient community 
spaces for recreation, increase sporting options for all  
 Protect existing community spaces and current facilities and support enhancements 

that meet local needs 
 Encourage provision of a wide range of outdoor and indoor sports 
 Ensure there is adequate play space close to residential areas 

 


