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BISHOPS CLYST PARISH COUNCIL 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Bishops Clyst Parish Council Held on Wednesday 6 
October 2021 commencing at 19.30hrs in Clyst St Mary Church.        
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Members Present: Chairman Cllr R Hatton; Cllrs P Cain; C Scanes; R Steer-Kemp; J Leverton; M Hudson; 
M Howe; H Platter and 17 Members of the Public 
Members of the Press and Public were welcome to attend this meeting in accordance with the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) (2). 
 
MINUTES (ratified) 
1. APOLOGIES:  
1.1 Cllrs C Trudgeon and M Fernbank. 
 
2. RISK ASSESSMENT/DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
2.1 There were no updates to recorded declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the 

agenda. 
2.2 There were no further written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 
 
3.  MINUTES 
3.1 Minutes were not available. Minutes for the previous meeting will be considered at the next 
 regular meeting on 9 August. 
 
4.  OPEN SESSION  

Comments were made from members of the public on the applications to be considered under 
Item 5: 
The apartment blocks in Zone D are incongruous and overbearing in a low density housing 
area. In winter, when there is no tree screen, they will cause light pollution and overlook the 
neighbouring houses. Traffic on the service road is unscreened and will cause noise and light 
pollution to the adjoining properties. Concern about increased flood risk if drainage from the 
development discharges to the minor watercourse which runs along the rear of properties in 
Clyst Valley Road. 
There are no new footpaths or street lights to facilitate the link to existing settlement areas. 
The design of houses in Zone A is overbearing and the style and appearance, steeply pitched 
roofs and tall chimneys, is not in line with the NP Design Statement. The original proposal for 
chalet bungalows with windows facing away from adjoining properties has been replaced with 
buildings with roof heights in excess of 2 storey buildings which will tower over existing 
bungalows and destroy privacy of residents. Some of this impact could be reduced if the 
developer took advantage of the slope of the field to reduce the ground levels on the Clyst 
Valley Road boundary and set the new boundary properties with lower floor levels. Details of 
the boundary with the football pitch are not clear.  

 
5.  PLANNING 
5.1  21/2217/ MRES Winslade Park (Zone D) 

In respect of this and the following application, Cllr Steer-Kemp asked if any member of the 
public was in favour. None were. Cllr Scanes said that 4 storey was too high, with balconies 
higher than existing properties and that light pollution will be a problem. Cllr Cain pointed out 
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that the developer has modified his original proposal to try to deal with criticism. Cllr Platter 
suggested that the council should ask for more screening, which was generally supported and 
councillors felt that it was essential that this included the access road. There was general 
concern that it was difficult to comment fully on the application without a clear understanding 
of the effect on neighbouring properties, which was not provided with the application. It 
would also have been helpful if the applicant has provided a side elevation showing the 
relevant heights of Winslade House, the proposed apartment blocks and the properties in 
Clyst Valley Road. 

Cllr Steer-Kemp proposed the following response to EDDC “Bishops Clyst Parish Council 
objects to this application. The design is overbearing and out of character with the 
surrounding area in that it has the appearance of an urban development within a rural setting 
and does not follow advice in the Neighbourhood Plan Design Statement. We share residents 
concern about overlooking the properties in Clyst Valley Road, particularly during the winter 
months when the deciduous tree screen will have lost their leaves. We require more 
information on the effect of the development on existing properties. Increased screening 
should be provided to reduce light and noise pollution from the buildings and the access road” 
This was seconded by Cllr Platter. Cllrs Howe and Cain abstained, all other councillors were in 
favour.  

5.2 21- 2235 – MRES Winslade Park (Zone A) 

Cllr Steer-Kemp introduced this application, which represents a high quality residential 
development. He raised concern about the effect on existing properties in Clyst Valley Road 
and Winslade Park Avenue and reiterated council’s original view that these boundary 
properties should be single storey.  Cllr Scanes said that, although the development looks good 
in isolation, in the context of the existing development it stands out like a sore thumb. Several 
councillors queried the need for chimneys in the current energy climate.  

Cllr Steer-Kemp proposed the following response to EDDC “Bishops Clyst Parish Council 
objects to this application. The design is overbearing and out of character with the 
surrounding area and does not follow advice in the Neighbourhood Plan Design Statement, 
particularly with reference to the steep roof pitch and the tall chimneys. The Parish Council is 
also concerned that the privacy and amenity of residents in Clyst Valley Road will be adversely 
affected with first floor windows directly overlooking the rear of their premises and garden.” 
This was seconded by Cllr Platter. Cllrs Howe, Leverton and Cain abstained, all other 
councillors were in favour.  

6.  CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 Cllr Steer-Kemp reminded members that at the meeting to discuss the application from Enfield 
 Farm, it had been suggested that we should get expert advice on the noise report submitted  
 by Gorst. He had now obtained an estimate from Acoustic Associates SW to carry out this 
 work at a cost of £700 + VAT.  
 Cllr Hudson advised that the main noise problems arose at night. Cllr Howe confirmed that 
 this would be taken account of in the review. 

Cllr Steer-Kemp proposed the appointment of Acoustic Associates SW to carry out a review of    
the Gorst noise report at a cost of £700 +VAT, seconded by Cllr Scanes. Cllr Howe abstained, 
all others were in favour. 

 
7.  CLOSE OF MEETING – meeting closed at 20.45 
 


