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BISHOPS CLYST PARISH COUNCIL 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Bishops Clyst Parish Council Held on Monday, 20 
September 2021 commencing at 15.00hrs in Clyst St Mary Village Hall.        
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Members Present: Chairman Cllr R Hatton; Cllrs P Cain; C Scanes; R Steer-Kemp; M Fernbank; M 
Hudson and 3 Members of the Public 
Members of the Press and Public were welcome to attend this meeting in accordance with the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) (2). 
 
MINUTES  
1. APOLOGIES:  
1.1 Cllrs M Howe; C Trudgeon and J Leverton. 
 
2. RISK ASSESSMENT/DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
2.1 There were no updates to recorded declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the 

agenda. 
2.2 There were no further written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 
 
3.  OPEN SESSION  

Mr Kayley on behalf of Clyst St Mary Residents Association advised that they have submitted 
an official complaint to EDDC and EA regarding the lack of response to the odour problem 
from the Enfield Farm digester. They are awaiting data from EDDC on input to the plant over 
the last 24 months. They are concerned that a plant which was sold to the parish as a small 
unit is now a major industrial site affecting all of Clyst St Mary depending on wind direction. 
They do not believe it is reasonable to expand the plant further until management issues have 
been addressed.  
Mr Trim drew attention to the objections from CPRE where the technical issues regarding the 
site are addressed in detail. He referred to the problems in MDDC with the Nomansland plant.     

 
4.  PLANNING 
4.1  21/2375/VAR and 21/2374/VAR Enfield Farm Biodigester 

Cllr Steer-Kemp introduced the two applications which are both looking to an increase in input 
and output but refer to different original applications. These proposals were refused in 2018. 
The company has put forward  detailed Noise Assessment reports in the applications and the  
CPRE comments go some way to address this report. As this appears to be the only substantial 
difference to the earlier applications, Cllr Steer-Kemp asked councillors to consider the need 
for the council to get expert advice on this Noise Assessment. Councillors agreed that we 
should investigate the possibility of an expert’s view and review the situation when we have 
more information and an idea of the possible cost. Should we decide to employ the services 
of an ‘expert’ that report could be added to our objection at a later stage. 

He then set out a proposed response to the application. In response to comments from 
councillors, the text was amended, and Cllr Steer-Kemp proposed that we submit the 
following text: 

“OBJECTION to applications 21/2374/VAR and 21/2375/VAR Enfield Farm Biodigester. 
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In presenting this strong objection, Bishops Clyst Parish Council trusts you will show 
consistency and awareness of this applicant's planning history when considering these 
applications. 

The PC strongly opposes these applications on the grounds that they are a virtual mirror image 
of application 18/2173/VAR which was refused. A subsequent appeal was dismissed by the 
Planning Inspectorate on 26 Nov 2020 for the same huge increase in feedstock entering the 
site and similar large increase in digestate leaving the site.  It appears that the only difference 
is the production of a noise report which suggests that additional HGV movements would have 
a minimal noise impact on neighbouring properties.  This Council contends that despite this 
information the existing noise levels are already unacceptable even without a huge increase 
in HGV movements. 

The applicants also state the impact on the road networks would by minimal as all the 
feedstock and digestate would already be on the road being transported. However, this does 
not account for all the additions journeys by HGV’s and Tractor/trailers being concentrated 
on the already overburdened A3052, the Clyst St Mary Roundabout and junction 30 of the M5 
at Sandygate. 

The harm that the Enfield Farm Biodigester is already inflicting on our community is 
substantial and unacceptable and the Parish is not prepared to accept any increase in 
throughput. 

Despite tabletop analysis and algorithms that predict such things as noise levels, impact on 
the road network and unacceptable odour levels the truth is quite simple. Any increase in 
material arriving on the site or digestate leaving the site WILL have a massive adverse impact 
on neighbouring properties and the community as a whole.  

The applications are considered contrary to Policy BiC13 of the Bishops Clyst Neighbourhood 
Plan 2014-2031 

The Enfield Farm Biodigester is an unwelcome part of our community creating huge problems 
of periodic spells of awful smells that affect the whole village, unwelcome noise for 
neighbours and generating considerable additional HGV and large tractor traffic on an already 
overburdened road system which is struggling to cope.  It is about time that the Local Planning 
Authority made it clear to Gorst Energy Ltd. that it is not prepared to countenance any further 
increase in capacity or further buildings. 

Councillors cannot understand the ‘No objection’ from the Council’s Environmental Health 
Dept who have previously had numerous disagreements with the applicants and objected to 
any expansion plans. 

The Parish Council has carefully considered the objection to these applications made by Mrs 
Linda Trim and also the Devon CPRE and fully support and agree with their comments.” 

This was seconded by Cllr Hatton, all were in favour 

5.  CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS - there were no confidential items for discussion. 
 
6.  CLOSE OF MEETING – meeting closed at 15.45 
 


