
Issue 2 - September 2019 

BISHOPS CLYST ALLOTMENT NEWS 

Welcome to the September newsletter. We hope you have all had a good summer. 
This is the second issue of the Bishops Clyst Allotment News which we are now using to 
keep you all informed of information relating to the allotments and firstly, we would like 
to thank you for the positive feedback on the first issue circulated in July.   
 
In the July issue we advised you of the plans the Parish Council had to improve the          
entrance and car park of the allotments and that estimates were being sought for the 
completion of these works. We are sure you will be pleased to know that these estimates 
have now been considered and that a contractor appointed. Clearly there will be some 
disruption when the works are being completed but we will let you know in advance 
when that is planned to take place. We are hoping the existing padlock can be retained 
but if not new keys will be available for you to collect from the office in the Village Hall.  
 
Some of you may be aware that the Council recently turned down a request from a tenant 
for a pond on their plot and we feel we should update you on the Council’s position       
regarding ponds. Clause 2 of the Tenancy Agreement states that the allotment plot should 
be used as an allotment garden only, for the production of vegetables, flowers and/or 
fruit/crops. Many of you bring children or grandchildren in to the allotment grounds and 
as you know ponds can be extremely fascinating to young children. The Council’s concern 
is one of safety not only for the children but also, from an insurance point of view, for you. 
The Council insurance policy insures the site but not your liabilities as a tenant and should 
any accident happen on your plot i.e. a neighbour’s child falls into your pond, you are           
potentially liable. Consequently the Council does not permit ponds to be constructed in 
the grounds. We are aware that there are two small existing ponds in the grounds which 
have been in situ for many years and which from an historic viewpoint we must allow to 
remain, but these will be removed when there is a change of tenant. 
 
With best wishes. 
 
Peter and Emma 


